
Ranking Minority Member on the Senate Energy, Environment, and 

Telecommunications Committee 

 

Verbal feedback from the July Legislative Academy: 

“I'm state senator Rueven Carlyle representing the 36th legislative 

district in Washington State. I really appreciate the opportunity to share 

a few thoughts with you. After eight years as a legislator this is the first 

major clean energy conference that I have attended. And I have to tell 

you that I have learned so much and connected on such a deep level in 

terms of policy insights, best practices, evidence based perspectives, 

data, and relationships that I really did not expect this level of quality and this level of 

effectiveness. So, I'm really pleased to participate. I learned a great deal about best practices 

relative to some of the big systems issues facing energy, some of the big structural challenges, 

some of the big challenges that other states are facing. And when I look at my state, I come 

away with a number of specific ideas and suggestions for legislation. Not only in the 2018 

legislative session a few months away but in the next couple of years. So, I feel very strongly 

that this has been just an exceptional opportunity for me to go that next level in terms of 

depth of a policy area that I care very much about, but that is incredibly complex. So, the best 

practices, the relationships, the data that I've received really exceeded my expectations on 

every level. So, I know that it's incredibly important, not only to bring the sort of thought 

leadership to the table around legislators, but also their staff. Staff play such an important 

role. But those staff who carry a lot of moral authority on this issue understand how to move 

the ball forward in the inside game. They have a lot to gain from the opportunity to connect in 

this kind of environment, so legislators and staff together really taking that next step is 

something that is incredibly valuable. I've spent a lot of time looking at common best practices 

from the Pew Charitable Trust, the National Council of State Legislators, Council of State 

Governments, and many other think tanks and organizations. And for me this was one of the 

first times that the level of policy insight went that extra level, went deeper in a more 

thoughtful way. So, I gained a great deal from it. I'm very pleased to support it. I really 

encourage folks to take advantage of this fabulous opportunity.” 

 

Senator Reuven Carlyle (D, Washington) 

 


