
 
Repowering the Western Economy 
The Westin Denver International Airport 

Thursday, June 1, 2017 
8:30 am – 4:00 pm 

Maple Room 
 

Agenda 
 

Breakfast will be served in the Maple Room beginning at 7:30 am 
 
8:30 am - Welcome and Introductions - Governor Ritter  
 
8:45 am - The West’s Changing Generation Mix – Trends, Challenges, and Opportunities 
The generation mix on the Western grid is changing rapidly due to market forces, state policies, 
the retirement of aging coal units, and customer preferences.  These trends are expected to 
continue with or without the Clean Power Plan.  However, in the absence of a common policy 
driver like the Clean Power Plan, states are pursuing separate policies and most resource 
planning is being done by individual utilities without much coordination.  

Discussion questions: 
• How are utility plans for future generation changing due to market forces, state policies, 

and customer preferences?   
• What do states, cities, and clean energy advocates want to see from utilities in terms of 

future resource plans? 
• Could greater efficiency, in terms of both cost and emissions, be achieved through more 

interstate or regional collaboration in the resource planning process?  What would this 
look like?  If not the IRP process, what are other points of coordination that could be 
considered?   

 
Potential areas of focus going forward: 

• Evaluate the appropriate balance of new natural gas generation to replace retiring coal 
plants under a business as usual scenario and other possible scenarios, including 
increased demand due to greater electrification. 

• Analyze the role that state renewable portfolio standards (existing standards and 
possible new standards such as a peak RPS) will have in future resource planning, 
particularly as federal tax credits phase out in the coming years. 

• Develop a regulatory pathway for city and corporate renewable energy goals to be 
incorporated into utility resource planning processes.  



10:45 am - Break  
 
11:00 am - Electrification  
Growth in electricity sales is expected to be modest for the foreseeable future.  Utility demand 
side management programs and trends in distributed generation contribute to lower demand 
forecasts.  In some cases, loss of load may also impact this trend and lead to costs being 
incurred by a smaller rate base.  A counter-narrative to a future of declining load growth and 
higher rates is emerging. This new narrative projects a significant increase in sales to electrify 
more energy end uses in the transportation, residential, commercial, and industrial sectors.    
 
How real is this counter-narrative and what needs to change to achieve broader electrification 
in different sectors of the economy?   
Opening presenter: Jurgen Weiss, Principal, The Brattle Group. 
 
Discussion questions:   

• Which end uses represent the best near-term opportunities for electrification and which 
are areas to monitor (e.g., EVs, water heating, space heating, others)?    

• What are cities, non-profits, and corporations doing to electrify the transportation 
sector and what do they need from state policy to accelerate the transition?   

• How are different utilities planning to take advantage of the potential for increased 
demand through electrification?  

• How will utility investments in electrification be evaluated by regulators, particularly 
with respect to demonstrating a public need and use of ratepayer funds?   

 
Potential areas of focus going forward:  

• Analyze the potential magnitude and timeframes of increased demand from new end 
uses for purposes of resource planning in the West.   

• Evaluate whether state rules and policies are aligned to encourage, or even allow, 
utilities to invest ratepayer funds in electrifying new end uses.  

• Track EV infrastructure investments by Volkswagen and others and share this 
information with Western states, cities and utilities. 

 
12:00 pm - Lunch (provided) 
 
12:45 pm - Financing the Clean Energy Transition  
There is a portfolio of programs and policies being developed to finance the clean energy 
transition -- from customer-sited technologies to generation fleet re-investments. This 
discussion will focus specifically on a new financing mechanism that may hold promise to 
refinance aging coal units and redeploy capital to new, low-carbon resources.  Several Western 
states have the legislative authority to implement this type of mechanism.  We will hear from 
experts who have been working on this policy option and get reactions and comments from 
utilities, states and stakeholders.  Opening presenter: Ron Lehr, Attorney 
 



Potential area of focus going forward: 
• Gather information on the portfolio of programs and policies being developed to 

finance the clean energy transition and share information in future webinars and 
meetings. 

• Identify the most promising finance ideas and work with states, utilities, and 
stakeholders on implementation. 
 

1:30 pm - Break 
 
1:45 pm - Western Grid Integration Issues  
The West is moving away from managing the grid through dozens of separate balancing 
authorities and toward greater levels of regional coordination.  The energy imbalance market, 
the proposed expansion of the California ISO, the Mountain West Transmission Group, and the 
collaboration among West Coast utility regulators are all examples of the trend toward greater 
coordination in the management of the Western grid.  This trend promises benefits in terms of 
cost savings, emissions reductions, and greater reliability, but it also presents challenges for 
states, utilities, and stakeholders.  
 
Several regional organizations are already responsible for working on this transition and CNEE’s 
work will not duplicate these efforts.  Nevertheless, it is important to keep transmission and 
grid management issues front-and-center in this dialogue and there are areas where additional 
work may be needed. 
 
Discussion questions: 

• What do states, utilities, and stakeholders from across the West need to know to better 
understand the opportunities and challenges of regional grid integration? 

• How can we work together to generate the needed information and address issues that 
are not already being addressed in another forum? 

• How can states and utilities begin preparing for the changes to their planning processes 
that will come as management of the Western grid changes?  

 
Potential areas of focus going forward: 

• Evaluate the potential cost savings from greater regionalization for participants from 
across the region. 

• Explore opportunities to use existing transmission capacity for renewable generation 
when coal plants retire.  

• Identify ways to continue improving the efficiency with which we utilize existing 
transmission capacity in the absence of an RTO. 

• Work with federal agencies on permitting new transmission needed for regional 
integration. 

 
 
 



3:15 Developing a Roadmap for Repowering the Western Economy  
We will end the day by recapping the key issues and next steps from each session and discuss 
how we can help participants work together to gather information and develop policy 
recommendations over the next 12-18 months.  We will also take time to identify any other 
topics that were not discussed but which participants want to suggest for this group to work on. 
 
4:00 Adjourn  


