
 
Repowering the Western Economy 

Tempe Mission Palms Hotel and Conference Center 
60 E 5th St, Tempe, AZ 85281 

 
Agenda 

 
8:45 am Welcome and Introductions 

Governor Bill Ritter, Director, Center for the New Energy Economy 
 
9:00 am Western Utility Resource Plans 

CNEE staff will provide information on generation trends/forecasts and current 
Western utility resource plans to help establish a baseline of information on the 
current direction of the electricity sector in the Western U.S. 
 

9:45 am  Western Resource Planners Forum (see attached discussion paper) 
The Western electric grid is rapidly changing with new resources, technologies, 
and customer demand raising challenges and opportunities for reliability, cost, 
and environmental impact. Coordination and cooperation between electric sector 
participants is critical to capturing opportunities and minimizing costs. 

CNEE and the Western Interstate Energy Board are partnering to launch the 
Western Resource Planners Forum to assist this collaboration. This non-
regulatory forum will bring together utilities and regulators and other industry 
stakeholders to explore issues, invest in data and analyses, and identify potential 
solutions.   

This session will address the broad goals and approach of the Resource Planners 
Forum, and meeting participants will provide input into topics the RPF could 
address in the next year and beyond.  

10:30 am Break 
 
11:00 am Western Resource Planners Forum (continued) 

Meeting participants will identify key issues to be addressed by the Resource 
Planners Forum, along with next steps and the schedule for initiating the work of 
the Forum. 

 
12:00 pm Lunch 



1:00 pm Electrification – Vehicles, Water Heating and Space Heating 
Meeting participants will discuss a range of electrification issues that may be 
well suited for states, utilities, and stakeholders to work on through CNEE’s 
Repowering the Western Economy initiative.  The goal of this session is to select 
a priority set of issues for next steps.  Discussion topics will include: 

 
Do utilities see EVs as a business opportunity?  What concerns arise with 
increased EV penetration?  What are the current regulatory barriers to utility 
participation in EV deployment across the West and how can they be overcome? 
 
What state approaches and policies do utilities and stakeholders recommend as 
EV sales increase?  Do utility commissions currently have sufficient authorizing 
language to support the investments needed to meet projected EV demand?   

 
While the transportation sector may represent the largest end use shift to 
electricity over the next decade, there are near-term opportunities to transition 
water heating and space heating to electricity.  Is there interest in exploring the 
potential for water and space heating electrification and the impact it would have 
on the Western grid?  Is there an opportunity to work on building the regulatory 
case for investing in electrification by starting with heating in anticipation of the 
much larger shift that is coming with transportation?   
 

2:30 pm Break 
 
3:00 pm Working with Western Cities on Renewable Energy and GHG Goals 

Cities across the West have adopted ambitious renewable energy and 
greenhouse gas reduction goals.  CNEE will present information on these goals 
and what cities are doing to achieve them.  The goal of this session is to identify 
ways that utilities and state officials can work to help integrate cities into the 
resource planning process. 
 

3:45 pm Next Steps 
 
4:00 pm  Adjourn 


