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The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) founded in 1980. We act as a catalyst to advance energy 
efficiency policies, programs, technologies, investments, & behaviors.

Our research explores economic impacts, financing options, behavior 
changes, program design, and utility planning, as well as US national, 
state, & local policy.

Our work is made possible by foundation funding, contracts, government 
grants, and conference revenue.



What do you think of when 
you hear “energy 

efficiency”?



The nation’s 
third-biggest 
electricity 
resource 

Share of US electricity generation by resource in 
2015 

Source: THE GREATEST ENERGY STORY YOU HAVEN’T 
HEARD, 2016 







A preventative 
health care strategy



A tool for environmental justice







Okay, there’s a lot of reasons to think about 
energy efficiency. 

But what IS IT, really?



What is energy efficiency?
Energy efficiency is the use of less energy to provide 
the same or better products, services, or amenities. 



insulation



Using systems more efficiently – mass 
transit





Electrification - EVs



Demand flexibility – yoga image





How energy efficiency relates to other 
“demand-side” resources 

Source: RMI, 2015. Economics of Demand 
Flexibility. 



Why should I care about it RIGHT NOW?



300,000 job losses due to COVID

Source: Clean Energy Employment Initial Impacts from the COVID-19 Economic Crisis, March 2020-October 2020. 
https://www.bwresearch.com/covid/. 



A narrowing path: milestones 
to net zero from IEA
•2030: all new buildings are 

zero-energy-ready; 60% of new 
passenger vehicles are electric

•2035, most appliances, cooling 
systems, and electric motors need 
to be best-in-class; 50% of heavy 
truck sales must be electric

• in the 2030s and 2040s, vast 
majority of existing buildings 
retrofitted to be 
zero-energy-ready



Energy efficiency and demand 
flexibility: accelerates economics of 
wind, storage, and solar to replace new 
gas by 8 years



Source: RMI. 
2019. The Growing 
Market for Clean 
Energy Portfolios

https://rmi.org/insight/clean-energy-portfolios-pipelines-and-plants/
https://rmi.org/insight/clean-energy-portfolios-pipelines-and-plants/
https://rmi.org/insight/clean-energy-portfolios-pipelines-and-plants/


Sounds great. 

What does policy have to do with this? 



Access to capital



Split incentives



Unpriced externalities



Imperfect information



Misaligned utility incentives and biases



State Legislative Trends: 
What your colleagues (and some of you!) are doing 

to advance energy efficiency 



Appliance efficiency standards



Utility energy efficiency procurement
• Integrated resource planning 

efforts to put EE on an equal 
playing field 

•New standards or 
extending/expanding standards

• ‘Next-generation’ EERS to 
advance a broader definition of 
efficiency in utility requirements, 
including electrification

•Defending PUC’s ability to set and 
expand goals based on the record 
before them



Building Decarbonization
•Code adoption, updates and 

enforcement

• Incentives for ‘above code’ nze 
construction 

•Building performance 
standards

•Electrification deployment 
targets



Energy Efficiency Financing

• Green banks

• C-PACE – commercial 
property-assessed clean 
energy

• Utility business model 
reform

*

*



Transportation 
electrification

c



Industrial decarbonization

• State climate planning and 
targets for the industrial sector

• “Buy clean” procurement 
policies

• “Self direct” utility energy 
efficiency policies - make sure 
large customers are part of the 
solution

c



What are you working on to advance energy 
efficiency? 

What might you want to work on?



What support do you need to advance 
energy efficiency in your state?



How ACEEE can support efforts to 
accelerate energy efficiency in your state
• Scorecards to see best practices 

and how your state is doing
• Technical assistance to 

understand policy best practices 
and options for your state

• Connection to legislators or 
advocates in other states who 
have advanced proposals similar 
to the ones you’re considering 


