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SPEAKERS 
Energy Transition Academy 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNOR BILL RITTER, JR.  

Director, Center for the New Energy Economy   

 

Bill Ritter, Jr., is the founder and director of the Center for the New Energy Economy (CNEE) at Colorado State 

University which launched on February 1, 2011. Ritter authored a book that was published in 2016 

entitled, Powering Forward – What Everyone Should Know About America’s Energy Revolution. Governor Ritter 

was elected as Colorado’s 41st governor in 2006 and built consensus to tackle some of the state’s biggest 
challenges. During his four-year term, Governor Ritter established Colorado as a national and international 

leader in clean energy, by building a new energy economy. He signed 57 new energy bills into law, including a 

30% Renewable Portfolio Standard and a Clean Air Clean Jobs Act that replaced nearly a gigawatt of coal-fired 

generation with natural gas.  

 

In total, the Colorado new energy economy created thousands of new jobs. Governor Ritter was formerly the 

chair of the Board of Directors of the Energy Foundation and currently serves on the Regis University Board of 

Trustees. Governor Ritter is a member of Blackhorn Venture Capital and serves as an advisor to Green Alpha and 

Millennium Bridge, among others. He earned his bachelor’s degree in political science from Colorado State 
University (1978) and his law degree from the University of Colorado (1981).  

 

SUZANNE TEGEN 

Assistant Director, Center for the New Energy Economy  

 

Suzanne has expertise in energy economics, policy, and workforce, and a Ph.D. in Energy Policy from the 

University of Colorado. Her current work includes research on the equitable transition from fossil 
fuel across America. She came to CNEE from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory where she spent 14 
years as an energy analyst, researcher, and manager of the Technology, Engineering, and Deployment group for 

wind and water power. She has authored or co-authored more than 50 reports focused on domestic renewable 

energy jobs, stakeholder engagement, and the levelized cost of wind energy. She co-wrote a report on clean 

energy policies for the Clean Energy Ministerial’s Clean Energy Solutions Center and received 
the Ministerial’s C3E Mid-career award in 2016. She represents the United States in the International Energy 
Agency’s wind energy social science task. Before graduate school, she worked for the U.S. Antarctic Program at 

the South Pole and McMurdo stations. She is a founding member of Women of Renewable Industries and 

Sustainable Energy and served on their Executive Committee for 9 years.   
 

2021 ENERGY TRANSITION ACADEMY:  

Strategies for Coal Workers and Communities 
 

November 9, 2021 – Bipartisan Collaboration and Coal Community Challenges 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc3eawards.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCarlyn.Petrella%40colostate.edu%7C586b7e4b1ac24f937bf508d99f080810%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637715679104384178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fgBQ7C4ttHlO1hXAyKdOLq8VgWcUtoOlEhucp%2BTt2N0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwrisenergy.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCarlyn.Petrella%40colostate.edu%7C586b7e4b1ac24f937bf508d99f080810%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637715679104384178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bxWNtg%2F7ZYCI%2BsAXewcQVgQBjR%2BxJg6DWSr9UX%2BocOU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwrisenergy.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCarlyn.Petrella%40colostate.edu%7C586b7e4b1ac24f937bf508d99f080810%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637715679104384178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bxWNtg%2F7ZYCI%2BsAXewcQVgQBjR%2BxJg6DWSr9UX%2BocOU%3D&reserved=0
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JOEL BRISCOE 

State Representative for Utah  

 

Representative Joel Briscoe was appointed to the Utah House of Representatives in 2010. Representative 

Briscoe is a retired high school teacher, spending 33 years in public education, most of them teaching U.S. 

Government and U.S. History. He serves on the following committees: House Natural Resources, Agriculture and 

Environment; Revenue and Taxation; and Public Education Appropriations. Eight years ago, Representative 

Briscoe helped create the bi-partisan Utah Legislative Clean Air Caucus, and he remains a member of the Clean 

Air Caucus. 

 

RAY WARD 

State Representative for Utah  

 

Ray Ward, M.D., PhD. has served in the Utah House of Representatives for seven years. He is a Practicing Family 

Physician. Legislative interests include improving Medicaid services, clean energy, housing affordability, and 
ending the twice a year Daylight Savings time change. 

 

TOM PLANT 

Senior Policy Advisor, Center for the New Energy Economy 

 

Tom Plant served as director of the Governor’s Energy Office in the Ritter administration, with principal 

responsibility for developing and implementing the Governor’s policies for a new energy economy. He served as 
state representative in Colorado from 1998 through 2006, including two years as chairman of the House 

Appropriations Committee and one year as Chairman of the Joint Budget Committee.  

 

Mr. Plant was named Legislator of the Year by such organizations as the University of Colorado and the Sierra 

Club of Colorado. He received Green Sense Award for Environmental Leadership from Colorado Conservation 

Voters and the Champion of the Family Farmer Award from the Rocky Mountain Farmers’ Union.   
 

SEAN HOVORKA  

Production Superintendent, Trapper Mining Inc., Craig, Colorado 

 

Sean Hovorka is the Production Superintendent and Blasting Supervisor at Trapper Mine located six miles south 

of Craig, Colorado. He is very active in the community with his fiancé, Kirstie McPherson. They have a handful of 

buildings downtown and have several businesses that they run as well. He is the proud father of Isaiah and 

enjoys anything outdoors. Sean’s latest endeavor is teaming up with a fellow veteran that works at Craig Station 
power plant to start a distillery in Craig. 

 

RUSTY BELL  

County Commissioner, Campbell County, Wyoming 

 

Commissioner Bell is serving in his second term as a Campbell County Commissioner.  He is a small business 

owner who has been very involved in the Campbell County Carbon Valley Concept. Commissioner Bell is also a 

Co-chair for the Governor’s Council for impaired driving as well as the Wyoming Game and Fish Taskforce. 
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BIDTAH BECKER 

Associate Attorney, Navajo Tribal Utility Authority 

 

Bidtah Becker is an Associate Attorney for the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority and the immediate past Director of 

the Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources, from 2015 to January 2019.  For more than a decade prior, she 

served as an attorney for the Nation focusing on water rights and natural resources.  She serves on the 

Leadership Team for the Water and Tribes Initiative in the Colorado River Basin, on the New Mexico Interstate 

Stream Commission, and on the Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission. 

 
 
 
 
MARK HAGGERTY 

Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress 

 
Mark Haggerty is a senior fellow on the energy and environment team at the Center for American Progress. At 

CAP, Mark helps lead a robust research portfolio focused on rural development and fiscal policy. With a 

reputation as a nonpartisan expert committed to practical solutions, Mark is engaged in efforts to craft a 

comprehensive national rural policy that aligns climate, energy, and conservation goals with economic 

development objectives.  

 

HEIDI BINKO 

Co-Founder and Executive Director, Just Transition Fund 

 

As the co-founder and executive director of the Just Transition Fund, Heidi Binko is responsible for the design 

and the overall strategic direction of the organization. With more than 17 years of philanthropic experience on 

climate, coal, and energy issues, Ms. Binko has worked with coal communities throughout the US and 

internationally in Australia. In her previous position as Associate Director for Special Climate Initiatives at RFF, 

she helped develop and grow the Institute of Energy Economics and Financial Analysis. Before joining RFF, she 

was the executive director of the WestWind Foundation, a family foundation based in Virginia. She also 

previously served as co-chair of the board of directors of the Environmental Grantmakers Association (EGA) and 

co-chair of the Climate and Energy Funders Group, a project of the Biodiversity Funders Group. Heidi holds 

degrees from Yale University and the University of Notre Dame. 

 

ROBIN COOLEY 

Director, Wyoming Department of Workforce Services 

 

In March 2019, Governor Gordon appointed Robin Cooley as Director of the Wyoming Department of Workforce 

Services. Ms. Cooley also served on the Wyoming State Board of Equalization (2015-2017) deciding mineral and 

property tax disputes, and on the Wyoming Public Service Commission (2017-2019), as a public utility regulator. 

Prior to that, Ms. Cooley enjoyed an 18-year career with the Wyoming Attorney General’s Office. 

 

TIM REDMOND 

County Commissioner, Routt County, Colorado 

 

Commissioner Redmond moved to Routt County in 1984 where they have a coal mine and a coal plant. He was 

elected to the Routt County Commission in 2020 and is a former mayor of the town of Hayden, Colorado. He 

November 11, 2021 – Strategies for Building Resilience in the Face of Change 
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attended Cheyney college (the Nation’s oldest HBCU) in Cheyney, Pennsylvania. He enjoys the outdoors and is a 

life-long fisherman and fly fisherman. 

 

SPENCE UDALL 

Spence Udall, Mayor, City of St. Johns, Arizona 

 

Spence Udall is the Mayor of St. Johns, Arizona, at a city of 3,500 people that is the county seat of Apache 

County, Arizona. In his day job, he is an Operations & Maintenance supervisor at the Coronado Generating 

Station in St. Johns. 

 

CHÉRI SMITH 

Founder & CEO, Indigenized Energy Initiative 

 

Chéri Smith’s experience in the fields of renewable energy, sustainability, and workforce development spans 

two decades and multiple sectors. She is a descendant of the Mi'Kmaq Tribe and founded Covenant Tribal Solar 

Initiative in 2016 (now Indigenized Energy Initiative), driven by the desire to honor her own Native heritage by 

leveraging her knowledge to bring the life-changing economic and environmental benefits of solar to struggling 

Indigenous communities within the United States. 

 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT JONATHAN NEZ 

President, Navajo Nation  

 

President Nez has a long history of serving the Diné—the Navajo people. He was born in Tuba City, Arizona and 

raised in Shonto, Arizona on the Navajo Nation. He began his public service after being elected as Shonto 

Chapter Vice President. He was later elected to serve three terms as a Navajo Nation Council Delegate, two 

terms on the Navajo County Board of Supervisors, and a term as Navajo Nation Vice President. In January 2019, 

he was sworn in as President of Navajo Nation having won the election with his running mate Vice President 

Myron Lizer. 

 

President Nez is married to Phefelia Herbert-Nez and they have two children. He is the son of John H. Nez and 

Mabel H. Nez. His grandfather, H.T. Donald, was the former Navajo Nation Council Delegate for Shonto Chapter. 

President Nez is of the Salt People Clan (Áshįįhí) and born for the Tangle Clan (Ta’neeszahnii Clan). His maternal 

grandfather’s clan is Bitter Water Clan (Tódích’íi’nii Clan) and his paternal grandfather’s clan is the Red-Running-

Into-The-Water Clan (Táchii’nii Clan).  
 

President Nez holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science and a Master of Public Administration 

degree both from Northern Arizona University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 18, 2021 – 2021 Tribal and Federal Responses to the Energy Transition: 
Getting Federal Support for Your Town  
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KATE GORDON 

Senior Advisor to Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm, U.S. Department of Energy 

 

Kate Gordon has spent the past two decades working at the intersection of climate change, energy policy, and 

economic development. Most recently, Ms. Gordon served under California Governor Gavin Newsom as the 

Director of the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research and Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor on 

Climate. Trained as a community organizer, and later in law and regional economic development, her focus has 

long been on bringing diverse groups together to work toward a more sustainable, inclusive economy. Prior to 

being appointed OPR Director, Ms. Gordon was the founding director of the Risky Business Project, which 

focused on quantifying the economic impacts of climate change on key U.S. regions and sectors. She has served 

in senior leadership positions at several nonpartisan think tanks including the Henry M. Paulson Institute, the 

Center for the Next Generation, the Center for American Progress, and the Center on Global Energy Policy at 

Columbia University. Ms. Gordon got her start on energy and climate issues working at the national Apollo 

Alliance, where she ultimately served as co-Executive Director until the merger with the Blue-Green Alliance in 

2011. Under her leadership, the Apollo Alliance drafted key parts of the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of 2009 (ARRA) including the Advanced Manufacturing Tax Credit, and partnered with the AFL-CIO to draft 

"just transition" proposals for several key energy and climate bills. 

 

Ms. Gordon earned a J.D. and a Masters degree in City and Regional Planning from the University of California-

Berkeley, and an undergraduate degree from Wesleyan University. 

 

CINDY WINLAND 

Principal, Community Transition Planning 

 

Ms. Winland is currently working with the National Energy Technology Labs supporting the Interagency Working 

Group on Coal and Power Plant Communities. She recently completed five years as a Senior Fellow with the Just 

Transition Fund, building the technical assistance program for coal impacted communities. Winland is an urban 

planner with over thirty years of experience with work focusing on state and federal policy solutions benefitting 

coal and nuclear communities facing energy transition. 

 

ZAC GRAVES 

Regional Integrator, Economic Development Administration 

 

Zac Graves serves as the Regional Integrator in the Economic Development Administration's Denver Region 

Office. He works to increase access to federal resources for communities in economic distress. 

 

ERIN SANBORN 

Business and Organization Development Manager, Kit Carson Electric Cooperative 

 

Erin Sanborn is currently the Business & Organization Development Manager at Kit Carson Electric Cooperative. 

Her focus has been new business development, grant writing and organizational change. She has worked on two 

of NREL's Solar Energy Innovation Network projects, a member of the Grid Modernization Advisory Group and a 

member of the New Mexico Transportation Working Group. 
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WADE BUCHANAN 

Director, Colorado Office of Just Transition 

 

Wade directs the CO Office of Just Transition, the first such statewide office in the nation. He has held senior 

positions for three CO governors, including policy director, director of the state energy office, and acting 

Executive Director of the Department of Natural Resources. He was founding president of the Bell Policy Center; 

a premier state policy think tank. A 4th generation Coloradan, Wade holds a BA from Colorado College and a 

Masters from Oxford University. 

 

MAX BACKLUND 

Senior Research Associate, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, University of Utah 

 

Max Backlund is a Senior Research Associate at the Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, where he specializes in 

economic development. He began his career at the Economic Development Corporation of Utah where he 

founded the Community Strategy Department, which serves more than 70 Utah cities and counties. He also 

developed Utah Community Builders, a foundation housed at the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce that focuses 

on social issues with a connection to the business community. 

 

KRIS MAYES 

Director, Just Energy Transition Center at the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory, Arizona State 

University 

 

MARY THRONE 

Commissioner, Wyoming Public Service Commission 

 

Commissioner Mary Throne has served on the Wyoming Public Service Commission since March 1, 2019.  Mary, 

a proud Campbell County, Wyoming native, returned to the state in 1992, following college, law school, and 

practice with a Denver law firm.  Mary has 30 years of experience in the natural resource field. For 10 years, 

Mary represented Cheyenne in the Wyoming House of Representatives, serving as Minority Floor Leader for four 

years. 

 

CHRIS DORRINGTON 

Director, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

 

Montana Governor Greg Gianforte announced the appointment of Chris Dorrington to lead the Department of 

Environmental Quality in late December 2020 and he was confirmed by the state senate in January 2021. 

Dorrington served the state at Montana DEQ for four and a half years as the administrator of the Air, Energy, 

and Mining Division and has 15 years of leadership experience in state government. Prior to joining state 

government in Montana, Dorrington worked for six years in private industry. A Helena Montana native, 

Dorrington earned his bachelors of science in mechanical engineering from Gonzaga University, and a master’s 
degree in public policy from George Mason University.  

 

Mr. Dorrington has set his agency mission to champion a healthy environment for a thriving Montana. Energy 

and energy transition play a pivotal role in the state’s environment and economics. 

November 30, 2021 – 2021 State Responses to Energy Transitions: What States Are 
Doing to Address the Transition – Examples and Implications  
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ANNALINDEN WELLER  

Policy Advisor, New Mexico Energy, Minerals, & Natural Resources Department 

 

Dr. AnnaLinden Weller is a city planner with specialties in sustainability and risk communication, climate change 

mitigation, and energy policy. She has also worked as a historian of the Byzantine Empire, and under the pen 

name Arkady Martine, writes science fiction and literary criticism. She is currently a policy advisor for the New 

Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department’s Office of the Secretary. 
 

 
 
 

 

KIRSTIE McPHERSON 

Community and Economic Development Manager, Colorado Office of Just Transition 

 

Kirstie McPherson is a Behavioral Economist based in Craig, Colorado and currently working for Colorado’s 
Office of Just Transition, whose research has focused on economic development throughout her career. Working 

with dozens of communities across the US, Kirstie has identified key practices to enhance economic 

development and answer the most common problems our communities are faced with today: workforce 

attraction, business expansion, and community interest. 

 

ANNE JUNOD 

Research Associate, The Urban Institute 

 

Anne Junod is a research associate at the Urban Institute, where her research centers on the human dimensions 

of natural resource and energy development, access, and related justice and climate issues. Junod has 

conducted mixed methods research examining the social, environmental, and economic impacts of natural 

resource and energy development in urban and rural communities across the United States, focusing on risk, 

socio-psychological and economic impacts, energy transitions, and energy justice. 

 

Before joining Urban, Junod was a USDA-NIFA Fellow, where she led a nationwide study of the community 

impacts of hydrocarbon export activity and infrastructure in the United States. Junod has an MS in rural 

sociology and PhD in environment and natural resources. 

 

ASHLEY KORENBLAT 

Managing Director, Public Land Solutions, Utah 

 

Ashley Korenblat is a founding Managing Director at Public Land Solutions. PLS works from the bottom up 

directly with communities investing in outdoor recreation as they transition from fossil fuel extraction, and from 

the top down on federal and state legislation and policies that affect this transition. Ms. Korenblat is in the 

Mountain Bike Hall of Fame and a former Chair of the International Mountain Bicycling Association. She has an 

MBA from the Tuck School at Dartmouth and lives in Moab, Utah. 

 

 

 

 

 

December 7, 2021 – Creating a Vision and Plan for Your Community’s Future 
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JESSICA STAGO 

Director, Native American Economic Initiatives, Grand Canyon Trust    

 

Jessica Stago is Bitá’níí (Folded Arm) clan from the Diné (Navajo) Nation and born for Biszá’áh (From the Cliff 
People) clan of the White Mountain Apache Tribe. She works as the Director of Native America Economic 

Initiatives at the Grand Canyon Trust and is also a cofounder of Change Labs, a co-working space and business 

incubator. In this dual role she supports the development of local economies in Indigenous communities 

through entrepreneurship and engaging local change makers. 

 

PETER BRIXIUS 

City Manager, Craig, Colorado 

 

Peter Brixius has been the City Manager of Craig, Colorado since 2018. Through is career he has interfaced with 

key governmental agencies at the local, state and federal levels in the areas of economic development, grants 

development, coordination of resources, and development of working communications. He has a proven record 

in staff development, multi-location coordination, systems improvement, and strategic planning and execution 

of strategic and tactical initiatives.         
 

 


