
• Established by Executive Order 
14008, Sec. 218, on Jan. 27

• Released an Initial Report with 
recommendations to catalyze 
robust economic activity and 
support workers in America’s 
energy sector

• Engaged with over 2500 
stakeholders across the country 
to date

Interagency Work Group on Coal and Power 
Plant Communities and Economic Revitalization
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Initial Report to the President on Empowering Workers Through Revitalizing Energy 

Communities, Released April 23, 2021

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
https://netl.doe.gov/IWGInitialReport


Core Goal: Investing In Energy Communities
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Upgrade 

Infrastructure

Clean Up 

Environmental 

Damage

Invest in Growth 

Industries & Promote 

Entrepreneurship

Support Workforce 

Development



Catalyze community action in response to federal funding opportunities

Stakeholder Engagement Activities
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Date Key Events Highlights

June 4 Roundtable in Morgantown, WV Sec. Granholm & Sen. Manchin participation 

July 13 Abandoned mine lands tour in Pennsylvania Sec. Haaland and NCA McCarthy participation

July 22 EDA Coal Commitment Announcement Supported planning and stakeholder outreach

Aug. 5 EDA Coal Commitment Webinar +1,000 attendees

Aug. 12 Western Pennsylvania Workshop (#1) +120 attendees; 40 one-on-one meetings

Aug. 18 West Virginia Workshop (#2) +170 attendees; 60 one-on-one meetings

Aug. 19 Roundtable in Farmington, NM Amplified visit by Sec. Granholm

Sept. 2 Colorado Workshop (#3) Organized with CO Office of Just Transition

Sept. 8 North Dakota Workshop (#4) Sens. Hoeven & Cramer participated

Sept. 14 Navajo and Hopi Workshop (#5) Navajo President & Hopi Chairman participated

Sept. 16 ARC Roundtable and POWER Grants +400 attendees from across the country

Nov. 3 “Where to Start?” Webinar Best practices shared with +160 attendees

Significant elected official engagement at local, state, and federal levels; 

coordinated, multi-agency events providing resources to communities



• Need to think ahead: “Plan for transition or be run over by it.”

• Economic diversification is as important as energy transition.

• Every community brings different challenges and opportunities. 

• There is no “one size fits all” approach to energy transition.

• There are no “silver bullets” or 1:1 industry replacement.

• Meaningful community engagement matters.

• Need for immediate high quality jobs, equitable access to these jobs, AND long-
term economic strategies.

• Basic infrastructure matters: transportation, transmission, workforce, water.

Key Learnings from Energy Communities
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What we’ve heard IWG Actions to date Horizon actions

Near-term support for workers 

and sites

$300M in federal 

funding targeted for 

coal communities

Passage of the 

Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law!

Work with philanthropy 

on capacity challenges

• Continued funding  

• Increased technical 

assistance

Foundational infrastructure 

investments 

Planning & Implementation of 

regional economic strategies

Infrastructure bill 

implementationCapacity building

Support on cost sharing
EDA removed cost share 

for tribal communities

Identification of cost sharing 

options

Responding to Community Needs
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• Tomorrow: What Does the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill Mean for Energy 
Communities? webinar from 2:30 to 3 p.m. (EST). Register on our website!

• Continued national webinars. Broadly share information and best practices that 
will assist transitioning energy communities.

• Select place-based workshops. Continue to produce place-focused workshops, 
trainings, and 1:1 meeting opportunities tailored to priority energy communities 
and regions.

• Buildout of energycommunities.gov to highlight events and funding 
opportunities. 

• Planned stakeholder retreat/community of practice for community, labor, 
private sector, philanthropy, government, tribal, and environmental justice 
leaders to share ideas and recommendations.

Continue helping energy communities access needed funds

Planned Next Steps
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“Just yesterday, President Biden signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal and today 
[the Department of Energy] is already putting it to work with more than $1.5 billion 
heading to Wyoming. 

“The energy communities that have powered us for generations have real 
opportunities to power our clean energy future through projects just like this one, that 
provide good-paying jobs and usher in the next wave of nuclear technologies.”

- Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm



Stay Connected 
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energycommunities.gov

@EnergyCommunitiesUS

@energycommunitiesus

@EnergyComm_US

https://energycommunities.netl.doe.gov/
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